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THOMAS–NICHOLSON ROADS INTERSECTION — UPGRADE 
Grievance 

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [9.09 am]: I would like to thank the parliamentary secretary for taking 
my grievance, and I note that the minister is out on other important business today. I also have faith in the 
parliamentary secretary to ensure that my grievance is delivered to the minister, the issue is raised and action taken. 
My grievance is on behalf of the community of Darling Range and, in particular, the many people who travel along 
Thomas Road and risk their lives every day as they travel through the intersection at Nicholson Road. This 
intersection is part of the local community’s daily commute as people make their way to work, drive to the shops 
or drop off and pick up their children at school. It is also a busy transport route connecting trucks, couriers, tradies 
and the like to Tonkin Highway, the South Western Highway and the Kwinana Freeway. This morning, I tabled 
a petition with 1 593 signatures from the community pleading to the state government to improve the safety of this 
intersection and to make it a priority. To date, this intersection has caused 53 recorded crashes over the past 
five years, with 14 of them requiring hospital or medical treatment. As a result, it has been listed as one of the 
RAC’s most dangerous intersections. Last year, the RAC listed this intersection as being in the top 10 most 
risky intersections in Western Australia, highlighting that the risk is due to inadequate crossing or turning 
opportunities, a confusing road or intersection layout and an inadequate traffic management system. The Shire of 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale is one of the fastest growing local governments in Australia, and this growth is contributing 
pressure to an already busy intersection.  
Thomas Road has become an extremely busy east–west artery between the South Western Highway, the end of 
Tonkin Highway and the Kwinana Freeway. With increased residential development in this area and a lack of 
investment by the state to come good on its agreement with the federal Liberal government to extend Tonkin Highway 
through to Mundijong, truck traffic and general vehicle movements will only escalate along Thomas Road. In 
a media article in June 2017, Main Roads WA acknowledged the traffic volumes at this intersection and stated that 
it had allocated funds to investigate safety concerns and to develop solution options. This work was expected to 
have been completed by December 2017. In the same media article, the then member for Darling Range and 
member of the minister’s government, Mr Barry Urban, stated that the responsibility for this section of Thomas Road 
lies with Main Roads. I acknowledge that the safety concerns for this intersection have been ongoing for some 
time; however, with the rapid growth of this region, these concerns are escalating and it is urgent. In the past, 
blackspot funding had been given to the shire to improve its safety. Unfortunately, this work was not done and the 
money was returned. Locally, everyone knows that the real solution is to extend Tonkin Highway, which will 
allow mums and dads a safer route to work and reduce the traffic movement along Thomas Road. However, it is 
worth noting that Thomas Road will always be an east–west feeder route and the local community is concerned 
that it is going to take a fatality before this intersection becomes a priority of this government. The community has 
already lost a few of its local community members at the Kargotich Road intersection, sadly, with the most recent 
loss felt just after Christmas, in January this year. Unfortunately, this is another intersection that needs urgent 
funding, but one that I will need to raise on another day. 
I know that the minister is well aware of this intersection and the need for Tonkin Highway to be extended to 
alleviate the pressure of this growing region. The federal member for Canning, Andrew Hastie, secured 
$253 million for the Tonkin Highway extension as part of the agreement between the Premier and the Prime Minister 
to go 50–50 to build it. As part of that agreement, the government also received a GST top-up of $3 billion for 
infrastructure investment. I am asking the minister to hear the plea of the 1 593 people who signed the petition 
tabled today; to acknowledge the safety concerns of this intersection and think of those who have suffered injuries 
and of their families; to not wait for a fatality to prioritise this intersection; to outline the work that is currently being 
undertaken by the department to address the Nicholson Road, Thomas Road intersection and advise of the plans, time 
frame and priority in addressing this vital upgrade to ease congestion and provide road safety to the local 
community; to acknowledge that an agreement was made between the minister’s government and the Prime Minister 
of Australia, that together they would fund the extension of Tonkin Highway; and on behalf of the community of 
Byford, Oakford, Serpentine and beyond, that the government will commit its share and commence the work that 
needs to be done to deliver the Tonkin Highway extension prior to 2021 in order to save lives on these busy roads. 
MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.14 am]: It is my pleasure to represent the minister 
today in response to this grievance and I give my apologies that she is unable to be here. I want to thank the 
member for raising this issue. I think there is a bipartisan approach to road safety in our state. No-one in this 
chamber wants to see any lives lost on our roads; it is as simple as that. But as we know, and this is the reality of 
government decision-making, the state has a large number of priorities in road safety and reducing accidents and 
deaths on our roads.  
I note that the member for Darling Range went through some of the statistics. There has been some conjecture 
over different statistics for this intersection. The advice from Main Roads is very clear that from 1 January 2013 
to 31 December 2017, there were 51 crashes in that five-year period. There have been some additional crashes on 
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a side road which then accumulates the number of incidences to 57. Regardless of the figure, that is not a great 
record. To give some perspective that does not diminish the community’s concerns about this intersection, when 
we look at the number of crashes—I understand the RAC hotspot—I was a little surprised to find that in terms of 
crash frequency, Main Roads ranked the intersection at 321 in the state. There are 320 before it. It concerns me 
that there are so many intersections facing that kind of high frequency of accidents.  
As the member indicated, Main Roads is looking at measures and I am advised, and for the public record, that an 
investigation was completed in 2018 and Main Roads is now in the process of preparing a design and an updated 
cost estimate. That design would include a roundabout. Some people hate roundabouts and some people love them, 
but it is a good safety feature. As we know, there is growing development in the area and that is putting growing 
pressure on the roads. One difficulty that I know, being the inner-city member, is that when we have to put 
pedestrian crossings in significant underworks are required. I am sure the member for Darling Range or any 
member of this Parliament will have people come to them and say, “I want a pedestrian crossing. I want an 
intersection fixed and it should be relatively easy on the budget.” The difficulty that people often forget about is 
that there could be sewerage, gas, electrical and Telstra works—which I am not a big fan of because it has been 
holding up works in my electorate. The preliminary investigations have found a number of services at this 
intersection and as a result the cost will be far more than first imagined for just plonking in a roundabout. The 
costs, the member may be aware or not, is now estimated between $15 million to $20 million. That is no light ask 
for a state government with other competing priorities. It is also Main Roads’ position that there be no right turns 
from developments in this area going onto Thomas Road. I know from meeting with developers that that is not 
necessarily popular because they fear loss of patronage and so forth, but there is clearly a safety issue here.  
The work is being done but it will come down to funding. I respect the member for Darling Range for her advocacy 
on this issue, but I urge a bit of caution about some of the cynicism in the community and from the member for 
Canning, Andrew Hastie, in that this issue has been going on for a very long time. As I indicated, it has been going 
on for five years, but in the last six months a new campaign has started. I question why that campaign has started. 
Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

Mr J.N. CAREY: I am not referring to the member for Darling Range; I am referring to the member for Canning. 
He has jumped on this issue. It has come out of nowhere in the last six months. Why is that? It is because the 
federal election is around the corner and suddenly it is an issue of concern. Andrew “missing in action” Hastie, as 
he is known in the electorate, has found a local campaign that is pertinent to run on. The Prime Minister came to 
Western Australia in the last few weeks and threw cash around, including at the member for Canning. I would 
have thought that if this were such great priority for the member, he would have secured some cash. He is a man 
of the moment — 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

Mr J.N. CAREY: I did not inject on the member, respectfully; she should do the same. 

This is a cynical attempt by the member for Canning. He has had plenty of time in the last six months. We know 
the strategy: he will do flyer drops, put out signs and try to engage the community and build up data, and then he 
will send an email saying that the member for Darling Range arranged it in the state Parliament, but that the state 
government knocked it back. The reality is that the community of Canning will see through this very cynical 
attempt to jump on the bandwagon of a very important safety issue in a desperate attempt to retain his seat at the 
next election. The community should be very wary of this. 
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